A Newly Discovered Inscription by Qin Gui:
Its Implications for the History of Song Daoxue
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Li Cho-ying % f[i#i (National Tsing Hua University) and Charles Hartman (The University at
Albany) announce the publication of their article, “A Newly Discovered Inscription by Qin Gui: Its
Implications for the History of Song Daoxue,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 70.2
(December 2010): 387-448.

The last in a series of fifteen Song dynasty stelae known as Portraits and Eulogies of Confucius
and his Seventy-Two Disciples (Xuan sheng gishier xian zan xiang E(iﬁﬂ* - = EFE), now in
the Confucian Temple in Hangzhou, originally contained an inscription by the Song chief
councilor Qin Gui % ¢ (1090-1155). We have recovered Qin Gui's original text from the
collected works of the Ming official Wu Ne 45| (1372-1457) who transcribed the text before he
ordered it ground off the stone and replaced with his own inscription in 1427. Our article presents
a collated edition of the inscription together with a translation and study of its content, rhetoric,
and historical background.

Most significantly, Qin Gui's inscription is dated less than three months before his death in 1155
and uses the expression daotong ifiik to describe the relationship between the reigning Emperor
Gaozong 3. and Zhou dynasty paragons such as King Wen < =* and Confucius. The text also
contains other vocabulary and ideas present in daoxue 3157 writings. Since present scholarship
considers that Zhu Xi coined the term daotong in 1181, the inscription carries major implications
for Song intellectual history. Our research on Qin Gui’s inscription has revealed: 1) The term
daotong has a rich "pre-history" dating to the late Northern Song. 2) In this early usage, as in Qin
Gui's inscription, daotong denotes a transmission of political and cultural legitimacy from ancient
authority figures to the Song emperors Huizong . and Gaozong in a "succession of the Way."
3) Zhu Xi's creation of a "private" daotong, in which the same authority passed not to the
monarch but to private scholars, such as the Cheng brothers and ultimately to himself, thus
presented a stark challenge to the established rhetoric of imperial authority. 4) This challenge
partially explains the hostility of the Song monarchs and other more conservative Confucians
toward Zhu Xi's developed concept of the daotong, as articulated in his 1189 "Preface to the
Doctrine of the Mean" (Zhongyong zhangju xu [ l’?ﬁ;ﬁ Fuff'»). 5) In the early thirteenth century,
Zhu Xi’s concept of the daotong as a “private” transmission co-existed and competed with the
older, imperial conception. A close reading of formal documents surrounding Emperor Lizong’s
ZE1H recognition of daoxue as state orthodoxy in 1241suggests that, despite this accommodation,
the monarch continued to view himself as the legitimate “successor of the Way.”

Our article is now available in the Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 70.2 (December 2010):
387-448 and may be obtained online through Project Muse via the following link:

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/harvard journal of asiatic studies/summary/v070/70.2.li.html

If you do not have access to Project Muse and would like a copy of the article, please contact
either of the authors directly at:

Li Cho-ying % f[i#i: ftcy2002@gmail.com
Charles Hartman: Hartman@albany.edu

We are currently preparing a Chinese version of our article in order make our research on the
inscription more widely available to our colleagues in China.



